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C.G.S.A. § 17a-145 

§ 17a-145. Licensing of child care facilities. Exemptions. 

Effective: July 1, 2009 

 

No person or entity shall care for or board a child without a license obtained from the Commissioner of Children and 
Families, except: (1) When a child has been placed by a person or entity holding a license from the commissioner; 
(2) any residential educational institution exempted by the State Board of Education under the provisions of section 
17a-152; (3) residential facilities licensed by the Department of Developmental Services pursuant to section 17a-
227; (4) facilities providing child day care services, as defined in section 19a-77; or (5) any home that houses 
students participating in a program described in subparagraph (B) of subdivision (8) of section 10a-29. The person 
or entity seeking a child care facility license shall file with the commissioner an application for a license, in such 
form as the commissioner furnishes, stating the location where it is proposed to care for such child, the number of 
children to be cared for, in the case of a corporation, the purpose of the corporation and the names of its chief 
officers and of the actual person responsible for the child. The Commissioner of Children and Families is authorized 
to fix the maximum number of children to be boarded and cared for in any such home or institution or by any person 
or entity licensed by the commissioner. If the population served at any facility, institution or home operated by any 
person or entity licensed under this section changes after such license is issued, such person or entity shall file a new 
license application with the commissioner, and the commissioner shall notify the chief executive officer of the 
municipality in which the facility is located of such new license application, except that no confidential client 
information may be disclosed. 

C.G.S.A. § 17a-146 

§ 17a-146. Transfer of adoption duties to Commissioner of Children and Families 

 

No later than April 1, 1975, the Commissioner of Children and Families shall exercise and have all authority, rights, 
duties and functions granted to or imposed upon the Commissioner of Social Services in the general statutes in the 
area of adoption of children, including, but not limited to, authority to license or approve agencies under sections 
17a-145, 17a-148, 17a-149 and 17a-151, and to act as a statutory parent, as defined in section 45a-707. 

C.G.S.A. § 17a-147 

§ 17a-147. Licensing of extended day treatment programs 

 (a) For the purposes of this section and section 17a-22, “extended day treatment” means a supplementary care 
community-based program providing a comprehensive multidisciplinary approach to treatment and rehabilitation of 
emotionally disturbed, mentally ill, behaviorally disordered or multiply handicapped children and youths during the 
hours immediately before and after school while they reside with their parents or surrogate family. Extended day 
treatment programs, except any such program provided by a regional educational service center established in 
accordance with section 10-66a, shall be licensed by the Department of Children and Families. 
  

(b) The goal of extended day treatment is to improve the functioning of the child or youth as an individual and the 
family as a unit with the least possible interruption of beneficial relationships with the family and the community. 
An extended day treatment program (1) shall offer the broadest range of therapeutic services consistent with the 
needs of the children and youths it serves, including, but not limited to, (A) a therapeutic setting, (B) the integration 
of the family into the treatment and the treatment planning process, (C) support and emergency services to families 
designed to allow continued residence of the children and youths in their homes, (D) professional clinical services, 
(E) access to educational services, and (F) the coordination of community services in support of the treatment effort, 
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or (2) if provided for children requiring special education by a regional educational service center, shall offer such 
services as are specified in the prescribed educational program for each such child in accordance with section 10-
76d. 
  

(c) The Commissioner of Children and Families shall adopt such regulations, in accordance with chapter 54,1 as are 
necessary to establish procedures and requirements for the licensure of extended day treatment programs, except any 
such program provided by a regional educational service center. 

C.G.S.A. § 17a-148 

§ 17a-148. When license not required; agreement for adoption 

 

The provisions of section 17a-145 shall not apply to any person who is caring for a child without compensation and 
who has executed a written agreement for the adoption of such child which agreement has been filed with the 
Probate Court with the application for adoption as provided in section 45a-727. 

C.G.S.A. § 17a-149 

§ 17a-149. Licensing of child-placing agencies. Limit on commissioner’s ability to inspect 

 
 

No person or entity except a parent, an adult relative as specified by section 17b-75 or guardian of any child shall 
place a child without a license obtained from the Commissioner of Children and Families. Application for a child-
placing license shall be in a form furnished by the commissioner, and shall state the location of the principal place of 
business of the applicant, its organization or corporate name, its purposes and the name, title and degree of 
professional training of each of its staff members engaged in carrying out its stated purposes. Any such applicant 
shall consent to such inspection, review and supervision of all acts in relation to child placing as are reasonably 
necessary to enable the commissioner to perform his duties under section 17a-151. The provisions of this section 
with regard to the commissioner’s authority to inspect, review and supervise all acts in relation to child placing 
under section 17a-151 shall be limited to inspection, review and supervision of the applicant under this section and 
shall not include inspection, review or supervision of the homes in which a child is placed. 

C.G.S.A. § 17a-150 

§ 17a-150. Regulations 

 

(a) The Commissioner of Children and Families shall adopt regulations in accordance with chapter 541 setting forth 
Standards for licensing of persons or entities which place children. The regulations shall require a person or entity 
licensed on or after March 9, 1984, to have a minimum of two staff persons who are qualified by a combination of 
education and work experience, and be a nonprofit organization qualified as a tax-exempt organization under 
Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986,2 or any subsequent corresponding internal revenue code of 
the United States, as from time to time amended. 
  

(b) Said commissioner shall adopt regulations prescribing the minimum standards for homes in which children may 
be placed. 
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C.G.S.A. § 17a-151 

§ 17a-151. Investigation. Provisional license. Investigations. Revocation, suspension or limitation of 
license. Appeal. Regulations 

 

(a) The Commissioner of Children and Families shall investigate the conditions stated in each application made 
under the provisions of sections 17a-145 and 17a-149 and shall require any person identified on the application 
under said sections to submit to state and national criminal history records checks. The commissioner shall 
investigate the conditions in each application under the provisions of sections 17a-145 and 17a-149 and, if the 
commissioner finds such conditions suitable for the proper care of children, or for the placing out of children, under 
such standards for the promotion of the health, safety, morality and well-being of such children as the commissioner 
prescribes, shall issue such license as is required as promptly as possible, without expense to the licensee. If, after 
such investigation, the commissioner finds that the applicant, notwithstanding good faith efforts, is not able to fully 
comply with all the requirements the commissioner prescribes, but compliance can be achieved with minimal 
efforts, the commissioner may issue a provisional license for a period not to exceed sixty days. The provisional 
license may be renewed for additional sixty-day periods, but in no event shall the total of such periods be for longer 
than one year. Before issuing any license, the commissioner shall give to the selectmen of the town wherein such 
licensee proposes to carry on the licensed activity ten days’ notice in writing that the issuance of such license is 
proposed, but such notice shall not be required in case of intention to issue such license to any corporation 
incorporated for the purpose of caring for or placing such children. Each license so issued shall specify whether it is 
granted for child-caring or child-placing purposes, shall state the number of children who may be cared for, shall be 
in force twenty-four months from date of issue, and shall be renewed for the ensuing twenty-four months, if 
conditions continue to be satisfactory to the commissioner. The commissioner shall also provide such periodical 
inspections and review as shall safeguard the well-being, health and morality of all children cared for or placed 
under a license issued by the commissioner under this section and shall visit and consult with each such child and 
with the licensee as often as the commissioner deems necessary but at intervals of not more than ninety days. Each 
licensee under the provisions of this section shall file annually with the commissioner a report containing such 
information concerning its functions, services and operation, including financial data, as the commissioner requires. 
Any license issued under this section may be revoked, suspended or limited by the commissioner for cause, after 
notice given to the person or entity concerned and after opportunity for a hearing thereon. Any party whose 
application is denied or whose license is revoked, suspended or limited by the commissioner may appeal from such 
adverse decision in accordance with the provisions of section 4-183. Appeals under this section shall be privileged 
in respect to the order of trial assignment. 
  

(b) The criminal history records checks required pursuant to subsection (a) of this section shall be conducted in 
accordance with section 29-17a. 
  

(c) The commissioner shall adopt regulations, in accordance with chapter 54,1 to establish a staggered schedule for 
the renewal of licenses issued pursuant to sections 17a-145 and 17a-149. 

C.G.S.A. § 17a-151a 

§§ 17a-151a to 17a-151z. Reserved for future use 

C.G.S.A. § 17a-151z 

§§ 17a-151a to 17a-151z. Reserved for future use 

C.G.S.A. § 17a-151aa 
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§ 17a-151aa. Child placed in residential facility. Written agreement re care and treatment. Out-of-state 
residential placements by Department of Children and Families. Visits with child 

 

(a) Any state agency that places a child, as defined in section 17a-93, in a residential facility shall enter into a 
written agreement with the facility at the time of the placement. Such written agreement shall establish clear 
standards for the child’s care and treatment, including, but not limited to, requirements for monthly written reports 
concerning the child’s care and treatment, addressed to the case worker overseeing the child’s placement. The 
monthly written reports shall set forth child-specific goals and expectations for treatment and progress. The written 
agreement shall require the facility to report promptly to the placing agency any allegation that the child is abused or 
neglected, as defined in section 46b-120, or any incident of abuse or neglect of an individual placed in the facility. 
The placing agency shall ensure that a discharge plan is initiated no later than two weeks after the child’s placement 
in the facility. 
  

(b) In the case of a child placed by the Department of Children and Families in a residential facility in another state, 
the Commissioner of Children and Families shall ensure that a representative of the department makes in-person 
visits with the child no less frequently than every two months in order to assess the well-being of the child. 

C.G.S.A. § 17a-152 

§ 17a-152. Placement of child from another state 

 

Any person or entity, before bringing or sending any child into the state for the purpose of placing or caring for such 
child in any home or institution, either free or for board, shall make application to the Commissioner of Children and 
Families, giving the name, the age and a personal description of such child, the name and address of the person, 
home or institution with which the child is to be placed, and such other information as may be required by the 
commissioner. Such person or institution shall be licensed by said commissioner under the provisions of section 
17a-145 and section 17a-151. When the permission of said commissioner has been received for the placement of 
such child, the person or entity, before placing the child, shall undertake: (1) That if, prior to becoming eighteen 
years of age or being adopted, such child becomes a public charge, such person or entity will, within thirty days after 
notice requesting the child’s removal has been given by the commissioner, remove the child from the state; (2) that 
such person or entity shall report annually, and more often if requested to do so by the commissioner, as to the 
location and condition of the child as long as the child remains in the state prior to such child’s becoming eighteen 
years of age or prior to such child’s legal adoption, and shall, at the discretion of the commissioner, execute and 
deliver to the commissioner a bond payable to the state, and in the penal sum of one thousand dollars, with surety or 
security acceptable to the Attorney General, conditioned on the performance of such undertaking. The provisions of 
this section shall not apply in the case of (A) the bringing of a child to the home of any relative who is a resident of 
this state, (B) any summer camp operating ninety days or less in any consecutive twelve months, or (C) any 
educational institution as determined by the State Board of Education. 

C.G.S.A. § 17a-153 

§ 17a-153. Penalty 

 

Any person or corporation which violates any provision of section 17a-145, section 17a-149 or section 17a-152 shall 
be fined not more than one hundred dollars. 

C.G.S.A. § 17a-154 
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§§ 17a-154, 17a-155. Repealed. (2013, P.A. 13-40, § 14.) 

Effective: October 1, 2013 

C.G.S.A. § 17a-155 

§§ 17a-154, 17a-155. Repealed. (2013, P.A. 13-40, § 14.) 

Effective: October 1, 2013 

C.G.S.A. § 17a-156 

§§ 17a-156 to 17a-174. Reserved for future use 

C.G.S.A. § 17a-174 

§§ 17a-156 to 17a-174. Reserved for future use 
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