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issues. Food councils are becoming more commonly used and have proven to be an effective
process for implementing and executing state and local food policies.
No food council is set up or run exactly the same; each one can be adapted to the specific
needs of each community. That being said, a governing body can look to existing committees
and councils in order to determine the organizational structure of the entity. Likewise, a food
council can have any name and that name can be changed to match goals or objectives of that
community.
What’s in a name?

The name “food council” is the most common name for these entities, but other names are also
being used. Here are a few examples of food council names used in Kansas:
{{

Franklin County Food Policy Council

{{

Jefferson County Food Council

{{

Western Prairie Food, Farm and Community Alliance

{{

Crawford County Food System Advisory Council

What is a resolution?
A city or county can create a food council by enacting a resolution. A resolution is often a short 1–2
page motion that declares an action, policy, or goal set by the governing body. The components of
a successful food council resolution include: findings; purpose statement(s); provisions on membership, duties and responsibilities, meetings, and reporting; and a means for a meaningful evaluation.

Why establish a food council?
There are several strategic reasons for a local government to create a food council. For one,
being sanctioned by government action gives the council more “credibility and access to policymakers, potential ofﬁcial capacity to craft public policy, utilization of government facilities,
resources and staff, and access to federal dollars targeted for local government initiatives.”1
Further, a political champion can be a vital force behind the prioritization of the food system
within existing city and county agencies as a tool to establish a support base and “get the
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public agencies marching with some direction.”2 Having strong and influential support from a
government organization can be crucial to the success of implementing new food policies.3
This document will outline the main components of a successful resolution, providing examples of each component within a sample resolution, and concluding with next steps to consider
when creating a food council via resolution.
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Kansas Local Food and Farm Task Force

Cities and counties in Kansas are not alone in creating food councils. In 2014, the Kansas legislature established the Local Food and Farm Task Force. This task force has been charged with
assessing and overcoming obstacles to increase locally grown food production and identifying
potential funding opportunities to finance fresh and locally grown food initiatives.4 More information about the Kansas Local Food and Farm Taskforce can be found on the Kansas Department of
Agriculture’s website, at http://agriculture.ks.gov/divisions-programs/agricultural-marketing-advocacy-and-outreach-team/local-food-and-farm-task-force.
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Components of a Successful Resolution
1. Findings
Findings are brief statements that describe the reasoning for the policy action. For example, a
finding may highlight the state of the community’s food environment or prevalence of adult and
childhood obesity, heart disease, or stroke. The findings should be community-specific. For example, if a city or county is located within a food desert, the resolution can identify this information.

2. Purpose
A resolution must include a clear and specific purpose statement. In this case, the purpose
of the resolution is to establish a food council. Therefore, the purpose statement should be
supplemented with other objectives, such as long-term goals promoting public health, healthy
eating and living, or access to and affordability of healthy food in the community. The purpose
should match the duties and responsibilities outlined in the main provisions of the resolution.

3. Membership
Within the resolution, the main provisions should outline the membership eligibility of the
council. An effective food council has a diverse selection of individuals (diversity of geography,
gender, race, ethnicity, education, background, etc.) that are able to come together to analyze
and recommend policy considerations for the governing body. Diversity will enable the council
to pull from a variety of perspectives and experiences in order to best navigate the food system
and existing local policy.
There is no magic number for how many members should be included in the council; however, it
is not uncommon to see councils with 10–20 members. Further, a council should consider either
staggering or differing lengths of appointments, which will help prevent total loss of expertise and
leadership in any given year and safeguard against political whims of the appointing body. Membership can include all appointed members (e.g. Allen County GROW Food & Farm Council) or
only a portion of appointed members (e.g. Crawford County Food System Advisory Group).
For more information about membership criteria and the role of a permanent council member
position, see Appendix A & Appendix B.
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4. Duties and Responsibilities
The main provisions should set forth some of the council’s duties and responsibilities. These
provisions should address how the council will move forward to meet the resolution’s purpose.
This is a great way to continue the momentum from the time the resolution is enacted to the
time when the council starts working.

5. Meetings
The resolution should outline the meeting frequency and open nature of the food council’s work.
A publicly-appointed food council is usually subject to the requirements of open meeting laws.
For more information about open meeting laws in Kansas, see the Public Health Law Center’s
resource entitled Kansas Open Meetings Act, available at http://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/
resources/kansas-farm-and-local-food-taskforce-resources.

6. Report and Evaluation
An important tool in the continued success of a food council is to highlight its impact on the
community. In order to accomplish this goal, the resolution should specify a public report
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highlighting the work of the food council. In addition, the resolution should outline some form
of evaluation process, which will guide food councils to review their practices to determine
what worked, what did not, and what type of change has occurred in the community since the
creation of the food council. Elected officials may choose to dissolve a food council in 3 years if
it has not been functioning effectively.

7. Funding
Funding is an important component to ensure the viability of a food council. Often, the city or
county funds the staff time for a permanent member on the council. This can either be identified in the membership section or in a separate section on funding. In addition to this important financial backing, the resolution should clearly state that the food council has the authority
to apply for other types of funding, such as grants.

8. Effective Date
Finally, the resolution should end with an effective date, which will be the date of the resolution
passage or some later date determined by the city or county.

Supplementing the Resolution with Bylaws
Notably, any information not included in the resolution can easily be determined and included
within the food council’s bylaws. The goal of the resolution is to clearly declare the governing
body’s goal of establishing a food council and giving that new council enough instructions that
it can begin effectively. The bylaws can be drafted later by the council itself and set additional
parameters and objectives. For more information about drafting bylaws for your food councils,
see PHLC’s resource entitled Food Council Bylaws, available at http://www.publichealthlawcenter.org/resources/kansas-farm-and-local-food-taskforce-resources.

Steps to Consider When Creating a Food Council in Your
Community
Do you believe a food council will benefit your community? Here are a few steps that will help
get momentum rolling and encourage action and engagement in order to create a food council
in your community.
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Steps to Consider When Exploring a Local Food Council
1 Identify your champion
2 Recruit a team of people willing to help
3 Determine the level of interest among your elected officials
4 Schedule an informational interview
5 Determine the geographic boundaries and membership structure for the council
6 Work collaboratively to draft a common mission and purpose for the council
7 Determine roles and responsibilities for each team member
8 Contact other stakeholders to invite them to planning meetings
9 If interested in pursuing a public appointed council, start drafting a resolution
10 While writing a resolution, also write bylaws
11 Engage the media
12 Talk to your elected officials
13 Get on the agenda of your Council, Commissioners, etc.
Make this an easy decision for your elected officials. Come prepared with:
The drafted resolution ready to be approved
The potential bylaws, in case they have concerns about turnover, meeting structure, etc.
A list of recommended appointees
Your team and your talking points ready to support the resolution
]]

]]

]]

]]

14 Know the resources to help you get started on the right track
Public Health Law Center resources (www.publichealthlawcenter.org/resources/kansas-farmand-local-food-taskforce-resources)
Kansas Alliance for Wellness grants
Chronic Disease Risk Reduction, Healthy Communities Initiative, and other community health
coalitions
Kansas Alliance for Wellness technical assistance
]]

]]

]]

]]

Source: Kansas Alliance for Wellness
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For more information and technical assistance on how to establish a public appointed Food
Council in your community, contact Missty Lechner, American Heart Association Advocacy
Project Director, at Missty.Lechner@heart.org. Missty provides community education, facilitates community meetings, uses the Public Health Law Center’s tools for drafting resolutions
and bylaws, and turns them into local resolutions and actions based upon the thoughts and
feedback from the meetings she facilitates.

Conclusion
Ultimately, the resolution should be simple and easy to implement. There are several communities that have already enacted resolutions (see examples in Appendix C) and those should be
looked to for guidance.
The next page of this resource is an outline of a resolution that was developed based on review
of several resolutions enacted throughout the United States. In addition to the resolutions in
the appendix, look to nearby communities or communities of similar size for additional help in
drafting the resolution.

The Public Health Law Center thanks Missty Lechner, American Heart Association; Ashley
Jones-Wisner, State Policy Coordinator with KC Healthy Kids; Beth Low, Vice President of
Policy & Public Affairs with KC Healthy Kids; Eileen Horn, Sustainability Coordinator with
Lawrence and Douglas County; and Scott Wituk, Director of the Center for Community
Support and Research at Wichita State University, for their assistance in reviewing and
providing feedback on drafts of this document. The Center thanks the Douglas County Food
Policy Council for their assistance as a contributing author to this resource.
This publication was prepared by the Public Health Law Center at Mitchell Hamline
School of Law, St. Paul, Minnesota, made possible with funding from the Kansas
Health Foundation.
The Public Health Law Center provides information and legal technical assistance on
issues related to public health. The Center does not provide legal representation or
advice. This document should not be considered legal advice.
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RESOLUTION NO. XXX
Establishing a [Food Council] for the [City/Council]
WHEREAS, [Finding]
Food system issues significantly affect the public health, land use, economy and quality of life
of [City/County] citizens; and food related concerns are prevalent in the country.5
WHEREAS, [Finding]
Food security is a necessity of life, recognized as a condition in which all community residents
must be able to obtain a safe, culturally acceptable, nutritionally adequate diet through a sustainable food system that maximizes community self-reliance and self-justice.6
WHEREAS, [Finding]
The [City/County] constitutes a food desert with limited access to fresh, healthy foods within a
reasonable distance.7
WHEREAS, [Finding]
The availability of nutritious food for all citizens is essential to the health and well-being of the
community, and local government has a proper role to play in ensuring that all citizens have
access to an adequate and nutritious food supply.8
WHEREAS, [Finding]
The [City/County] Council has made the recruitment of grocery or local food provider a top
priority for economic development.9
WHEREAS, [Finding]
All residents of [City/County] should have access to nutritious, affordable, locally and sustainably grown food.10
WHEREAS, [Finding]
The [City/County] believes that a well-conceived community food policy can dramatically
reduce instances of chronic disease and obesity which place undue stress on other community
resources.11
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WHEREAS, [Purpose]
The [City/County] recognizes the establishment of a [Food Council] to encourage the establishment of small businesses; to encourage the offering of better and fresher food available
locally; to encourage larger institutional entities to commit to the use of 10% of local food to
support growth and the local economy; to encourage the efficient use of land, and preservation
and conservation of agriculture; to encourage reduction in food transportation; and to promote
educational resources for the local population.12
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the [City/County] hereby establishes the [Food Council].
The [Food Council] shall become effective after passage by the majority of the [City/County]
Council and shall continue annually unless terminated by the [City/County].13

Section 1. Membership [An example of a more detailed membership
provision.]
(A) For the [first year], members shall be appointed in a “staggered” manner- [one third] for a
[one]-year term, [one third] for a [two]-year term, and [one third] for a [three]-year term.
Thereafter, members shall be appointed by the [City/County] for a term of [three] years.
(B) Terms of service will begin at the start of the first meeting of the calendar year.
(C) In the event of a member’s inability to serve or resignation, the [City/County] shall appoint another person to serve for the remainder of the unexpired term.
(D) No person shall serve more than [two] consecutive terms as a member, except that: a)
members appointed for an initial [one] or [two]-year term may be reappointed and complete [two] full [three]-year terms; b) vacant, unexpired terms may be filled by appointment
of standing council members otherwise ineligible for reappointment; and c) if an appointment to the [food policy council] expired before the [City/County] has appointed a replacement member, then the member whose term has expired shall serve until a successor has
been appointed; and d) if an appointment is an at-large appointee by a [City/County].
(E) There shall be between [10–20] members on the [Food Council], which will include representatives from such groups as:
(a) [Three] at-large members, [one] appointed by the [City/County] commissioner from
each commission district;

www.publichealthlawcenter.org

Drafting a Resolution to Create a Food Council

p_10

April 2017

(b) Agricultural producers, representing both the Kansas and [City/County] watersheds;
at least [one] of which is a producers of animal protein, at least [one] a producer of
produce, at least [one] a commodity producer, and at least [one] involved in direct
marketing of products;
(c) Retail food outlets, at least [one] of which is a retail grocery, and at least [one] of
which is a restaurant;
(d) Food purchasers;
(e) Educational institutions or organizations located within [City/County];
(f) The [City/County] Extension Service;
(g) Representative from [any relevant City/County existing board/committee/council];
(h) The food security community;
(i)

A non-governmental organization working in the area of health, nutrition, or medical
care;

(j)

A non-governmental organization working in the area of local food systems or sustainable agriculture;

(k) An established farmer’s market in [City/County];
(l)

The [City/County] business community;

(m) The youth community; and
(n) An independent chairperson (if needed).
(F) [City/County] will provide staff support to the [Food Council] as available.
(G) Council member attendance is expected at every meeting of the [Food Council]. In the
event of [three] consecutive, unexcused absences, a Council member may be asked to
resign from the Council.14

Section 1. Membership [An example of a less detailed membership
provision, which can be supplemented with bylaws.]
The [City/County] Council hereby appoints the [City/County] Administrator to serve as a
permanent member of the [Food Council]. The [City/County] Council appoints a representa-
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tive from the [City/County Health Department] to serve as a permanent member of the [Food
Council]. Additional members of the [Food Council] shall be appointed by the [City/County
Council] as necessary. The body of the [Food Council] shall not exceed [20] members, with
members serving staggered [two] year terms.

Section 2. Duties & Responsibilities.
The [City/County] approves the establishment of a [Food Council] to achieve the following:
(A) Increase access to affordable, nutritious and safe food for all [City/County] residents;
(B) Enhance economic development and strengthen local food systems in the [City/County];
(C) Bring stakeholders together and provide mechanisms for seeking stakeholder advise and
expertise;
(D) Effect improvement in the health and well-being of all [City/County] residents;
(E) Explore means for small business development;
(F) Coordinate and collaborate with existing programs within [City/County] and other county
and state food policy organizations regionally;
(G) Bring to the attention of the [City/County] new programs and opportunities;
(H) Identify and recommend to the [City/County] policy initiatives to support the goals and
objectives of the [Food Council];
(I)

A web site presence;

(J) Investigate ways to preserve and sustain local resources including soil, agricultural land,
important breeds/cultivars, water, skilled labor, capital, and markets.15
The [Food Council] shall serve as an advisory board and has no authority to take official action
on behalf of the [City/County].

Section 3. Meetings.
The first meeting for the [Food Council] shall be held on or before [date]. Meetings shall be
held bimonthly and minutes shall be promptly recorded and made available to the public and
[City/County].
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Section 4. Report/Evaluation.
The [Food Council] shall prepare an annual report for the [City/Council] on the progress and
successes related to the purpose, duties and responsibilities of the [Food Council.] The [City/
County] or its designee shall evaluate the [Food Council] every [three] years to evaluate its
success in improving the food environment in [City/County].

Section 5. Funding
The [Food Council] may actively seek grant funding for its activities.16

Section 5. Effective Date.
This Resolution shall take effect and be in force and effect from and after its adoption.
PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED by the Governing Body of the [City/County] this ____ day
of ____, 2014.
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Appendix A
Food Council membership: Who should be at the table?
Every community is different, and you will know best which leaders in your community are both
motivated to improve the local food economy and well-positioned to be effective leaders in this
area. Here are a few general principles to consider:
{{

{{

{{

When composing your Council, think of food as a system. Who are the key players in the food
system that will be impacted by and are able to help with the changes you are seeking to make?
Diversity on your Council is key. Think about inviting members who are not the typical
“foodies” or advocates who work on food and hunger issues. Food system improvements
impact health, the economy, and the environment. Try to balance representation from these
key areas. Also think about including a diverse selection of individuals (including diversity of
geography, gender, race, education, income, culture, experiences, etc.) from a diverse selection of food system sectors.
Pick members who have some understanding of policy and local government. As the changes you will
be seeking will be likely to
Food
retail
incude policies, ordinances, planning documents,
zoning, etc., having peoSchools &
ple who are knowledgeinstitutions
able about the system will
help you be effective.

Other considerations
{{

{{

Producers
Consumers

Agricultural
organizations

Local & state
officials
Community
& faith-based
organizations

Culinary
professionals

food system
stakeholders

Food
distributors

How many members on
the council?
How long should a member’s term be?
One year? Two years?
Differing lengths?
Continuous?
Staggering appointments?

]]

]]

]]

]]
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{{

How are members selected?
Appointed by mayor?
By legislature?
Selected by a particular government agency?
Through an application process?

]]

]]

]]

]]

Appendix B
Food Council coordinator: Sample job description
Often, Food Councils are composed of volunteer members, but having staff assistance to set
meetings, organize agendas, and do research for the Council can help you make progress faster. When setting up your Council, consider requesting staff assistance from the local government or organizations represented on the Council.
With as little as 0.15-0.2 FTE (full-time equivalent), you can ensure that the Council has the
support it needs. This can be one staff person, or multiple staff persons in various departments, as long as each is required to support the Food Council in their job description.
Some typical tasks that a Food Council coordinator/staff may be asked to do:
{{

Organize meeting dates and locations.

{{

Work with the Chair to develop a meeting agenda.

{{

Take minutes at the meeting.

{{

Manage the Council’s email listserv, website, or social media presence.

{{

Conduct research on behalf of the Council, and report back on any findings.

{{

{{

{{

Arrange speakers who have expertise needed by the Council to provide presentations at
meetings.
Connect the Council to food-related events happening around the community.
Act as liaison between the Council and the local government staff and officials to achieve
the policy outcomes desired by the Council.
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Appendix C
Existing Resolutions
{{

Allen County, Kansas

{{

Crawford County, Kansas

{{

Douglas County, Kansas

{{

South Hutchinson, Kansas
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Allen County, Kansas

RESOLUTION NO. 201409
A Resolution Establishing the Allen County Growing
Rural Opportunities Works Food Policy Council
WHEREAS, the availability of nutritious food for all citizens is essential to the health and
well-being of the community, and whereas, local government has a proper role to play in ensuring that all citizens have access to an adequate and nutritious food supply;
WHEREAS, food policy councils established in other communities have provided government
officials and stakeholders with a forum to encourage the establishment of small businesses; to
encourage the offering of affordable, nutritious and safe food available locally; to encourage
larger instructional entities to commit to the use of 10% of local food to support growth and
local economy; to encourage the efficient use of land, and preservation and conservation of agriculture; to encourage reduction in food transportation; and to promote educational resources
for the local population;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF
ALLEN COUNTY, KANSAS:
Section 1: The Allen County Board of Commissioners supports the Allen County Growing Rural
Opportunities Works Food Policy Council, also known as Allen County GROW, for the following
stated purposes:
(A) Increase access to affordable, nutritious and safe food for all Allen County residents;
(B) Enhance economic development and strengthen local food systems in the County;
(C) Bring stakeholders together and provide mechanisms for seeking stakeholder advise and
expertise;
(D) Effect improvement in the health and well-being of all county residents;
(E) Explore means for small business development;
(F) Coordinate and collaborate with existing programs within Allen County and other county
and state food policy organizations regionally;
(G) Bring to the attention of the County new programs and opportunities;
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(H) Identify and recommend to the County policy initiatives to support the goals and objectives of the local Food Policy Council;
(I)

Establish a web site presence;

(J) Review available options where the Council could/should be administered.
Section 2: the Allen County Growing Rural Opportunities Works Food Policy Council shall compromise of up to sixteen members appointed by the Allen County Commission Chair with the
advice and consent of the Board of Commissioners; each council member to be appointed to a
2-year term and to include membership as follows:
{{

One member from each city in the county;

{{

One member from each public health, food instability, and youth communities;

{{

One member from Higher Education and one member representing school districts;

{{

One member from business/enterprise end users of local foods;

{{

One member from a local farm and ranch organization;

Section 3: the Allen County Growing Rural Opportunities Works Food Policy Council shall be
reviewed and assessed by the Board of County Commissioners of Allen County in June 2018 for
the continuing need for the local Food Policy Council;
Section 4: Allen County GROW may actively seek funding for its activities.
PRESENTED, ADOPTED, APPROVED and RECORDED this 19th day of August, A.D. 2014.
/s/ Jim Talkington, Chair, Allen County Commission Board
ATTEST
/s/Sherrie L. Riebel, Allen County Clerk
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Crawford County, Kansas

Crawford County Proclamation
WHEREAS 	The Crawford County Commission oversees the Crawford Health Department; and
WHEREAS 	Food system issues significantly affect the public health, land use, economy and
quality of life of Crawford County citizens; and food related concerns are prevalent in the country; and
WHEREAS 	Food security is a necessity of life, recognized as a condition in which all community residents must be able to obtain a safe, culturally acceptable, nutritionally adequate diet through a sustainable food system that maximizes community self-reliance and self-justice; and
WHEREAS 	Food and agricultural sectors are central to the economy of Crawford County
and contribute significantly to the environmental and economic wellbeing of our
region; and
WHEREAS 	Creative solutions are being implemented throughout the country, including
nutrition classes, targeted food drives, donations of farmers’ markets surplus to
low-income families and gleaning activities; and
WHEREAS 	Over 100 school, city, county, and state food policy councils exist throughout
the United States and have been effective over the last 20 years in bringing
together stakeholders from diverse food-related sectors to examine how food
systems operate and to develop solutions to improve it; and
We, the members of the Board of County Commissioners of Crawford County, Kansas, acting
as the Local Board of Health for Crawford County, Kansas, on behalf of its residents, do hereby
proclaim support for Crawford County Eat Well, and designate them as the Crawford County
Food System Advisory Council. Furthermore, the composition of the council will include three
publicly appointed members, one on behalf of each Commissioner.
/s/ Tom Moody, Chairman, Board of Commissioners
/s/ Bob Kmiec, Member, Board of Commissioners
/s/ Carl Wood, Member, Board of Commissioners
Dated this third day of January, 2014.
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Douglas County, Kansas

DOUGLAS COUNTY RESOLUTION NO. _____________ A
Resolution of the Board of County Commissioners of Douglas
County, Kansas Providing for the Establishment of the Douglas
County Food Policy Council; Prescribing the Priority Areas
for Study, Communication and Action of the Food Policy
Council; and Membership of the Food Policy Council.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Douglas County, Kansas:

SECTION 1. Name
The name of the organization shall be the Douglas County Food Policy Council, hereinafter
referred to as the FPC.

SECTION 2. Goals (Priority Areas for Study, Communication, and Action)
The Food Policy Council seeks to identify the benefits, challenges and opportunities for a
successful, sustainable local food system in Douglas County. The FPC will serve as a forum for
discussion and coordination for community-wide efforts to improve the Douglas County community’s access to local food supply and distribution networks. Therefore, the FPC will focus on
the following priority areas:
(A) Economic development and entrepreneurial opportunities related to local food production
and consumption
(B) Improved health outcomes
(C) Positive environmental quality impacts
(D) Increased access to, and distribution of wholesome, local food
(E) Support for local producers of sustainable food products
(F) Identification, preservation, and/or sustainable development of local resources including
soil, agricultural land, important breeds/cultivars, water, skilled labor, capital, and markets
(G) Increased education and awareness on the part of Douglas County residents regarding the
benefits of locally produced foods
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SECTION 3. Members
(H) Members shall be appointed by the Douglas County Commission for a term of three years,
except for the initial appointments to the FPC as set out in Section 4. Members, Item D.
(I)

Terms of service will begin at the start of the first meeting of the calendar year.

(J) In the event of a member’s inability to serve or resignation, the County Commission shall
appoint another person to serve for the remainder of the unexpired term so created.
(K) Members shall be appointed the first year in a “staggered” manner- one third for a oneyear term, one third for a two-year term, and one third for a three-year term.
(L) No person shall serve more than two consecutive terms as a member, except that: a)
members appointed for an initial one or two-year term may be reappointed and complete
two full three-year terms; b) vacant, unexpired terms may be filled by appointment of
standing council members otherwise ineligible for reappointment; and c) if an appointment to the FPC expired before the County Commission has appointed a replacement
member, then the member whose term has expired shall serve until a successor has been
appointed; and d)if an appointment is an at-large appointee by a Commissioner.
(M) There shall be between 15–25 members on the FPC , which will include representatives
from such groups as:
(a) Three at-large members, one appointed by the county commissioner from each county commission district;
(b) Agricultural producers, representing both the Kansas and Wakarusa watersheds; at
least one of which is a producers of animal protein, at least one a producer of produce, at least one a commodity producer, and at least one involved in direct marketing
of products;
(c) Retail food outlets, at least one of which is a retail grocery, and at least one of which is
a restaurant;
(d) Food purchasers;
(e) Educational institutions or organizations located within Douglas County;
(f) The Douglas County Extension Service;
(g) The City of Lawrence Sustainability Advisory Board;
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(h) The food security community;
(i)

A non-governmental organization working in the area of health, nutrition, or medical
care

(j)

A non-governmental organization working in the area of local food systems or sustainable agriculture;

(k) An established farmer’s market in Douglas County;
(l)

The Douglas County business community;

(m) The youth community;
(n) An independent chairperson (if needed).
(N) Douglas County will provide staff support to the FPC as available.
(O) Council member attendance is expected at every meeting of the FPC. In the event of three
consecutive, unexcused absences, a Council member may be asked to resign from the
Council.
Adopted June 9, 2010
By the Douglas County Commission
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South Hutchinson, Kansas

RESOLUTION NO. 14-517
A Resolution Creating a Food Policy Council for the Purpose
of Promoting Local Food Policy to Promote Access to and
Consumption of Healthy Food Options in the City of South
Hutchinson and Surrounding Reno County.
WHEREAS, the City of South Hutchinson actively seeks to improve access to locally grown healthy
food options in collaboration with the Healthy Eating Active Living Reno County group, and
WHEREAS, the City of South Hutchinson believes that a well-conceived community food policy
can dramatically reduce instances of chronic disease and obesity which place undue stress on
other community resources, and
WHEREAS, the City of South Hutchinson and outlying areas of Reno County constitute a food
desert with limited access to fresh, healthy foods within a reasonable distance, and
WHEREAS, the City of South Hutchinson City Council has made the recruitment of grocery or
local food provider a top priority for economic development,
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council of South Hutchinson, Kansas hereby establishes a Food Policy Council. The Food Policy Council shall become effective after passage by the
majority of the City Council and shall continue annually unless terminated by the City Council.
The City Council hereby appoints the City Administrator to serve as a permanent member of the
Food Policy Council. The City Council appoints a representative from the Reno County Health
Department to serve as a permanent member of the Food Policy Council. Additional members
of the Council shall be appointed by the City Council as necessary. The body of the Food Policy
Council shall not exceed 15 members, with member serving staggered two year terms.
The Food Policy Council shall serve as an advisory board and has no authority to take official
action on behalf of the City Council. Any expenditure will require City approval as per the City
Purchasing Policy and as set forth in the annual budget. The Food Policy Council may actively
seek grant funding for its activities.
PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 6TH DAY OF JANUARY, 2014.
_____________________________
Dave Pitman, Mayor
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Endnotes
1

Bud Scott, et al., Food Policy Councils: Getting Started, Cherokee Nation: Healthy Nation Division 5, https://livewellcolorado.
org/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/4_food-policy-councils.pdf (last visited Mar. 6, 2017).

2 Molly Hatfield, City Food Policy and Programs: Lessons Harvested from an Emerging Field 11 (Oct. 2012), available at http://

www.portlandoregon.gov/bps/article/416389 (last visited Mar. 6, 2017).
3 Molly Hatfield, City Food Policy and Programs: Lessons Harvested from an Emerging Field 11 (Oct. 2012), available at http://

www.portlandoregon.gov/bps/article/416389 (last visited Mar. 6, 2017).
4 Kan. Stat. Ann. § 2-3805 (2014).
5 See generally Crawford County, Kan., Proclamation (Jan. 2014).
6 See generally Crawford County, Kan., Proclamation (Jan. 2014).
7 See generally South Hutchinson, Kan., Resolution No. 14-517 (2014).
8 See generally Allen County, Kan., Resolution No. 201409 (2014)
9 See generally South Hutchinson, Kan., Resolution No. 14-517 (2014).
10 See generally Portland/Multnomah County, Oregon, Resolution No. 36974 2002).
11 See generally South Hutchinson, Kan., Resolution No. 14-517 (2014).
12 See generally Champaign County, Ill. Resolution No. 8069 (2012).
13 See generally South Hutchinson, Kan., Resolution No. 14-517 (2014).
14 See generally Douglas County, Kan., Resolution (2010).
15 See generally Allen County, Kan., Resolution No. 201409 (2014); Douglas County, Kan., Resolution (2010).
16 See generally South Hutchinson, Kan., Resolution No. 14-517 (2014).
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